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ABSTRACT

The neighborhood policy of a country is usuallyarefpd as a subset of its foreign policy. This iseroeption in
the case of India. There has been a critical resgeoto India’s neighborhood policy until recent tené&oreign policy
analysts argue that India does not have a wellrgfineighborhood policy. This seems to be a rédlectf the challenges

facing the broader context of India’s foreign pglic

In the backdrop of the Indo-centric South Asianioag India can be conceptualized as a pre-eminait y
‘reluctant’ power, strong in the capability quotierbut lacking the attitude and aspiration and #edeavour to stamp
assertively its dominance in the region. India’srigdiate neighborhood policy seems to reflect suldtla of an attitude
identifiable with an emerging power in the contenapp world order. In the interplay between Realiamd Idealism in
the realm of Indian foreign policy, pragmatism amard-core realism has often been arrested by areegiice to the
inherent idealistic culture of peace, non-violenopen diplomacy and adherence to moral norms, aidctance to

project hard power in the astute military senséhef term.

Prof. Harsh V. Pant in his seminal work “A Risingdia’s Search for a Foreign Policy” (Orbis, sprin2009)
identifies few gray areas in Indian foreign polichhese are: (a) lack of comprehensive planning rklidreign policy;
(b) dearth of proper strategic thoughts and ingtdns; (c) ambiguous and contradictory positions opower;

and (d) continuous ad hoc crisis management systdareign relations.

The paper analyzes the contemporary directionsvidified’ neighborhood policy, especially harping the
so-called ‘proactive’ initiatives of P.M. Modi andhether that can signal a real turnaround in thentaxt of India’s

relations with South Asian neighbors, in a pervagpirit of pragmatic Realism, or is it on ‘a roé@nowhere!
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